ORD2023-437

& = Republic of the Philippines
{ %s } Province of lloilo
V‘Q«" MUNICIPALITY OF OTON
Nt OFFICE OF THE SANGGUNIANG BAYAN

EXCERPT from the Minutes of Session of the Sangguniang Bayan ng Oton, lloilo recorded during its Regular Session held at the
SB Session Hall on December 28, 2023 at 9:00 in the morning.

PRESENT: Vice Mayor Jose Neil Portugalete Olivares Vice Mayor and Presiding Officer
Hon. Jimmy Robles Olivares SB Member
Hon. Ma. Loma Tumambo Geonigo SB Member
Hon. Dennis Quillo Geroche SB Member
Hon. Emesto Cordova Ticao SB Member
Hon. Lee Cereneo Alison - Bretafia SB Member
Hon. Grace Marie Escanlar-Cruz SB Member
Hon. Rodolfo Zurita Alconga, Jr. SB Member
Hon. Vanessa Turita Salinas SB Member
Hon. Paul Mediavilla Buenafe SB Member (LNB Representative)
Hon. Hyacinth Celiz Gardose SB Member (PPSK Representative)
ON OFFICIAL BUSINESS: None.
ABSENT: None.

ORDINANCE NO. 2023 - 437

AN ORDINACE DECLARING JUNE 25 OF EVERY YEAR AS ARBOR
DAY IN THE MUNICIPALITY OF OTON, ILOILO.

AS PROPOSED by Hon. Vanessa T. Salinas ON MOTION of Hon. Paul M. Buenafe, and DULY
SECONDED by Hon. Ma. Lorna T. Geonigo

BE IT ORDAINED by the Sangguniang Bayan of Oton, that;
SECTION 1. RATIONALE

It is hereby declared the policy of the State to protect and advance the right of the people to a
balanced and healthful ecology in accord with the rhythm and harmony of nature. Towards this end, the
vital role and importance of trees in ecological stability is recognized.

There is a need for a collaborated effort between the State and its citizenry to combat the loss of
our natural resources and rejuvenate our environment by undertaking nationwide tree planting activities
and providing effective measures for their maintenance and sustainability.

SECTION 2. LEGAL BASES

Section 6, Article 11 — The state shall protect and advance the right of the people to a balanced
and healthful ecology in accord with the rhythm and harmony of nature.

Republic Act No. 10176 or The Arbor Day Act of 2012, An Act Reviving the Observance of Arbor
Day by Authorizing the Local Government Units the Responsibilities for Celebrating the Day for Tree
Planting as an Annual Event;

Proclamation No. 643, declaring every 25t day of June as Philippines Arbor Day;

The same Act requires all provinces, cities and municipalities with their component barangays to
revive, by appropriate proclamation of their respective local chief executives, through an Ordinance
enacted by their respective Sanggunian an Arbor Day at an appropriate fixed date every calendar year as
shall be deemed suitable according to the proper time and season for planting trees in the respective
provinces and their respective component municipalities or cities concerned;

Proclamation No. 396, declares the “Philippine Arbor Day” enjoining the active participation of all
government agencies including government owned or controlled corporations, private sectors, schools,
civil societies and citizenry in tree planting activity.’

Section 458 (a) (5) (1) of Republic Act 7160, otherwise known as the Local Government Code of
1991, mandates the Sangguniang Bayan to enact ordinances that will provide for the establishment,
maintenance, protection and conservation of communal forest and watersheds, tree parks, greenbelts,
mangroves and other similar forest development projects.

SECTION 3. SHORT TITLE. - This ordinance shall be known as, “ARBOR DAY ORDINANCE OF
OTON, ILOILO”.
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SECTION 4. DEFINITION OF TERMS. - For purposes of this Ordinance, the following terms shall
mean:

a. Arbor Day - a public working holiday in which individuals and groups are encouraged to plant
and care for trees and other related activities such as but not limited to: a) tree planting activities; b)
environmental education; c) advocacy campaigns; d) tree care and maintenance; e) Tree-related contests
and competitions; f) policy and legislative initiatives; and g) community involvement.

b. Arbor Day Committee - committee composed of different LGUs and NGOs for the
implementation of this ordinance.

c. Trees - perennial plant with an elongated stem or trunk, supporting branches and leaves in most
species that are good for lumber, flowering and fruit bearing trees and those that are native or endemic
trees including coconut trees.

e. Seedlings - a young plant especially one that grow.

f. Tree Planting - process of transplanting, caring and protecting tree seedlings, generally for
forestry or landscaping purposes.

SECTION 5. PROCLAMATION OF ARBOR DAY, DECLARING IT AS PUBLIC WORKING
HOLIDAY. The Arbor Day Celebration shall be done every 25t day of June provided, that the ARBOR
DAY (Tree Planting) designated shall be declared as public working holiday in order to ensure the
participation of the different sectors of society.

SECTION 6. CREATION OF ARBOR DAY COMMITTEE - Based on Section 3 of R.A. 10176 the
local chief executive is enjoined to create Arbor Day Committee (DESIGNATING THE DUTIES AND
RESPONSIBILITIES) preferably composed of the following:

CHAIRPERSON - MUNICIPAL MAYOR
VICE CHAIRPERSON - SB CHAIRPERSON, COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT
MEMBERS:

MENRO
Municipal Agriculture
DENR
SCHOOL PRINCIPALS (PUBLIC & PRIVATE)
MLGOO
PRESIDENT LIGA NG MGA BARANGAY
MUNICIPAL TOURISM
CHIEF OF POLICE, OTON MUNICIPAL POLICE STATION
2 ACCREDITED CIVIC ORGANIZATIONS/NGO with advocacy on environmental
protection
PRESIDENT OTON SK
MEDIA REPRESENTATIVE
DPWH REPRESENTATIVE
MDRRMO
a. The local chief executive may add membership to the committee coming from NGAs
based on the locality.

SECTION 7. FUNCTIONS OF THE ARBOR DAY COMMITTEE - The following are the functions
of the Committee:
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a. Formulate plans, programs and incentive schemes necessary to achieve the intent of
this Ordinance.

b. Specify the areas to be planted with trees and ornamental plants; and,
¢. Monitor and record the activities and projects undertaken under this Ordinance.

SECTION 8. SUPPLY AND DISTRIBUTION OF SEEDLINGS - The MENRO shall be responsible
for the supply and distribution of seedlings for the tree planting activity during ARBOR DAY Celebration.

SECTION 9. PLANTING OF TREES - All able-bodied residents of Oton, lloilo, who are at least
(12) years of age shall be gncouraged to join the activities on Arbor Day.
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SECTION 10. AREAS COVERED BY TREE PLANTING. - The Arbor Day Celebration Committee
shall specify the area within the LGU to be planted or reforested. If the areas to be planted or reforested is
a protected area or a protection forest, the Committee shall encourage the use of endemic or indigenous
species during the observance of the Arbor Day designated by the LGU.

The tree planting activities shall be done in any of the following areas:
(a) Public school grounds, gardens or other available areas within the school premises,
(b) Idle or vacant public lands;
(c) Public parks in urban and rural areas; and
(d) Private schools, parks and lands with the consent of the owner thereof

(e) Those referred to Sec. 20 (a) to (g), 2009-12 of Environmental Code of Municipality of
Oton

SECTION 11. CARE AND MAINTENANCE OF TREES.

a. The Arbor Day Committee, barangay officials, school heads, planters and CSOs
concerned shall be responsible for the care and maintenance of such trees until they can independently
thrive.

b. All identified tree or forest parks or green buffers in all public areas shall be protected and
shall be devoted for sound purpose.
c. The LGU through the local chief executive shall sign a Memorandum of Agreement with

private owners of lands or private entities owning lands where these trees are to be planted.

SECTION 12. FUNDING. Special appropriation in the amount of ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND
PESOS (Php. 100,000.00) per year shall be appropriated to the office of MENRO for the sustainability of
ARBOR Day celebration.

SECTION 13. INFORMATION AND MONITORING. For information and monitoring purposes, all
concemed agencies, departments and institutions shall submit to the MENRO their accomplishment in
relation to ARBOR DAY CELEBRATION. THE MACO SHALL ASSIST THE MENRO IN GATHERING
INFORMATION AND MONITORING OF THE TREES PLANTED.

SECTION 14. SEPARABILITY CLAUSE. If any portion or provision of this Ordinance is declared
void or unconstitutional, the remaining portion thereof shall not be affected thereby and shall remain in full
force and effect.

SECTION 15. REPEALING CLAUSE. All ordinances, resolutions and regulations or parts thereof which are
inconsistent with this Ordinance are hereby repealed or modified.

SECTION 16. EFFECTIVITY CLAUSE. This Ordinance having no penal provision shall take effect
immediately upon approval of the Local Chief Executive.

SECTION 17. COPIES. This Ordinance shall be furnished to the Office of the Mayor; DepED Elementary
and Secondary, DEPED-Oton, DPWH, Civil Society Organizations, AFP, MEDIA Representative, Tourism Officer,
MARO, MENRO, Legal Officer, SK President, Liga ng mga Barangay, 37 barangays, MLGOO, Civil Organizations
and the Sangguniang Panlalawigan of lloilo for information, guidance and review respectively.

UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED.

| HEREBY CERTIFY to the correctness of the foregoing Ordinance.

KERRY ANN T. LACIFICAR

’ Secretary to the Sanggunian
Concurred:
VANESSA T. SALINAS

Chair - Committee on Rules and Privileges

Attested:
E NEIL P. OLIVARES
Mayor and Presiding Officer
Approved:
Date Approved-~ JAN 1.1 2024 pate Postec:  JAN 11 2024
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